
GUNNEDAH EISTEDDFOD SOCIETY (INC)

                                   

Speech and Drama
Monday 15th May - Thursday 18th May 2023

Gunnedah Town Hall

MUSIC
Wednesday 24th May - Saturday 27th May 2023

Gunnedah Town Hall

Entry closing date: 
Thursday, 6th April 2023

COVID - 19 REGULATIONS WILL APPLY

72nd GUNNEDAH EISTEDDFOD

2024 SYLLABUS2024 SYLLABUS
Music Eisteddfod:

Wednesday 22nd May - Saturday 25th May 2024

Most Promising Awards: 
Saturday 25th May 2024

Speech & Drama Eisteddfod
Monday 27th May - Thursday 30th May 2024

2024 ENTRY FEE: 
$5.00 Session  •  $10.00 Day Pass  •  $30.00 Music Eisteddfod Pass

ENTRY CLOSING DATE Friday 12th April 2024



2024 SYLLABUS - 1 

COMMITTEE:

President:             Mrs Meryl Hennessy
Vice President:            Mrs Marg Amos / Leonie Harley
Secretary:             Mrs Marg Kersley
Treasurer:             Mrs Lyn Pengilly
Public Officer:            Mrs Meryl Hennessy

CONVENERS:

Speech and Drama:            Mrs Lizzy Bell [Convenor]                   0428 181 733
                        Ms  Tahlia Morrisey [Assistant]     0450 636 199

Music:                        Mrs Patricia Studdy             0417 063 916 
                                            Mrs Marg Amos                                 0427 421 099

ADJUDICATORS:
  
Music:                 Mrs Liz Vierboom

Speech & Drama:  Dr Paul March

Postal Address:   Gunnedah Eisteddfod Society Inc.
    PO Box 372 Gunnedah NSW 2380

Email:    gunnedaheisteddfod@gmail.com

Bank Details:   A/c Name: Gunnedah Eisteddfod Society
    BSB:  062 551
    A/C:  00900338

Web:    https://gunnedaheisteddfod.com.au

Facebook:   Gunnedah Eisteddfod Society



Eisteddfod Dates     Monday 27th May - Thursday 30th May 2024

Entry Closing Date        Friday 12th April 2024

Venues       Town Hall & Civic Theatre

Adjudicator Dr Paul March 

Convenors   Elizabeth Bell              0428181733
Tahlia Morrissey         0450636199

The Gunnedah Eisteddfod Society will not be responsible for the photography of 
any school student who is performing in the Gunnedah Eisteddfod. This issue should 
be between the school and their chosen photographer.

• Any individual performer with photography issues should inform the convenors
at the session in which they are performing.

REMINDER

• Please check all pieces set by the Adjudicator as they are not allowed to be used
in individual performances.

  SPEECH & DRAMA GUIDELINES
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RULES and GENERAL
CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

SPEECH & DRAMA

  (Please read carefully to avoid misunderstandings)

 1. Entries must be completed online and can be accessed at the Gunnedah Eisteddfod 
  website (www.gunnedaheisteddfod.com.au). In the unlikely event of the cancellation 
  of the Gunnedah Eisteddfod your entry fees will be refunded less your booking and 
  credit card fees.
 

  4.      Late entries will NOT be accepted 
 
 5.      Copies of own choice pieces (including plays) must be received with entries or by 
  the commencement of the session in which they are to be performed.
 
 6.      All entrants perform entirely at their own risk.
 
 7.      The entrant’s age is recognized as their age on the first day of May each year. 
  Entrants in sections limited to age must be prepared to submit Proof of Age if 
  required to do so.
 
 8.      Open sections in Speech and Drama are open to entrants 16 years of age and over.
 
 
 9.      The committee reserves the right to cancel any sections in which it is considered 
        insufficient entries have been received. Entrants will receive notice of cancellation.
 
 10.   In all sections where fewer than three (3) entries are received the award of first 
  or any prize will be left to the discretion of the adjudicator.
 
 11.   Unless otherwise stated, only one item may be performed in each section by an entrant.
 
 12.     An entrant must not repeat any item with which he or she has won first place in any 
  previous Gunnedah Eisteddfod unless it is a “Set Piece”.
 
 13.      No contestant may say a poem as “Own Choice” if it is a “Set Piece” in the current
            Eisteddfod.
 
 14.     No entrant will be allowed to perform the same item in more than one section.
 
 15.     No deferment of adjudication to a later session will be permitted. Deferment 
  within a session will be at the discretion of the adjudicator.
 
 16.      The committee reserves the right to amend the program at any time by varying
            the order of entrants and/or sections at any sessions and combining sections 
            where the minimum entrant requirements have not been met
 
 17.      The committee reserves the right to appoint a substitute adjudicator.

 18.     An adjudicator’s decision is final.
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RULES and GENERAL
CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

SPEECH & DRAMA 

 19.     Any protest or objection arising shall be lodged with the relevant convener in 
  writing within thirty minutes of the cause of complaint and must be accompanied 
  by a deposit of $10. If the request is upheld the deposit will be refunded.
 
 20.     Award sheets will be available fifteen (15) minutes after the conclusion of the 
  adjudication and are the responsibility of the entrant.
 
 21.    Conveners reserve the right to ban video cameras as this is a breach of copyright laws.
 
 22.     All general enquiries should be addressed to:                                                                                                                                              
                                                   
   The Secretary,
   Gunnedah Eisteddfod Society (Inc),
   PO Box 372,
   Gunnedah NSW 2380
   0428 434 140
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Monday 27th May - Thursday 30th 2024
Gunnedah Town Hall

SPEECH SPEECH 
  &&  DRAMADRAMA

PRESCHOOL AND INFANTS SECTION  
 (All items have a time limit of 2 minutes and 3 minutes for duologues and poems
 for 2 unless stated)

PF1  Nursery Rhyme (Preschool in Costume)

PF2  Kindergarten Poems for One 

PF3  Poems for One (Yr 1)

PF4  Poems for One (Yr 2)

PF5  Infants Australian Poem 

PF6  Infants Poems for Two Costume optional 

PF7  Prepared Reading (Years 1 & 2) 

 
(Reading on page 36 of syllabus)

PF8  Prepared Reading (Year 2)

 
(Reading on page 36 of syllabus)

 
PF9 Introduce a book K - 2  (1-2 min)
(Restricted to students for whom this is their first speech and drama eisteddfod.)
Participants will bring a favourite book to showcase. Students will display and talk about the book, sharing their 
opinions. The following points are suggestions only. 
 • What the book is about without giving away the ending!
 • What does the front cover tell us or make us feel about the book?
 • Why did they choose or why do they like this book? 
 • How does the book make them feel? 
 • Would they recommend this book to other people? Why or why not?

PF10 Drama Section K - 2
Students present a dramatic, solo or duo piece of their choosing, from one of the following 
categories or another relevant style. 
 • Monologue/Duologue 
 • Mime 
 • Characterisation 2024 SYLLABUS - 24



YEARS 3 AND 4 SECTION  
 (All items have a time limit of 2.5 minutes and 3 minutes for duologues and poems for 2 unless stated)

JP1  Australian Poem (Yrs 3 / 4)

JP2  Poems for One (Yr 3) 

JP3  Poems for One (Yr 4)

JP4  Poems for Two  (Yr 3/4) - in costume

JP5  Original Literature  (Must be the entrant’s own work)
 Examples include: 
 •  Poem
 •  Story
 •  Recount

JP6  Bible Reading (Yr 3 / 4)  
            (please find provided bible reading on page 35 of syllabus)

JP7  Prose Reading (Yr 3 /4) 
  (An excerpt (2-3 minutes) from a suitable text of the competitor’s own choice)

JP8  Sight Reading (Yr 3 /4) (2 minutes approximately) 
 (competitors will be provided with an unseen excerpt from an age appropriate novel and will
 have time to prepare before presentation)

JP9  Indigenous Storytelling (Yr 3 /4) 
 Students share a favourite Dreamtime story with the audience. They may do this with or 
 without their own notes or storybook to assist them.

JP10 Introduce a Book (Restricted to students for whom this is their first speech and drama eisteedfod.
 Participants will bring a favourite book to showcase. Students will display and talk about the
 book, sharing their opinions. The following points are suggestions only. 
 • What the book is about without giving away the ending!
 • What does the front cover tell us or make us feel about the book?
 • Why did they choose or why do they like this book? 
 • How does the book make them feel? 
 • Would they recommend this book to other people? Why or why not?

JP11 Drama Section (Yr 3 / 4)
 Students present a dramatic, solo or duo piece of their choosing, from one of   
  the following categories or another relevant style. 
 • Monologue/Duologue 
 • Mime 
 • Characterisation

PREPARED AND IMPROMPTU SPEAKING 
 Time Limits: Prepared Speech 2 minutes, Impromptu Speech 1 minute

PS1  Prepared Speech (Year 3 / 4) (2 minutes 30 seconds)

PS2  Impromptu Speech (Year 3 / 4) (1 min with 5 minutes preparation time)
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YEARS 5 AND 6 SECTION  
 (All items have a time limit of 3 minutes and 4 minutes for duologues and poems
 for 2 unless stated)

SP1  Australian Poem (Yrs 5 / 6)

SP2  Poems for One (Yr 5) 

SP3  Poems for One (Yr 6)

SP4  Poems for Two  (Yr 5/6) - in costume

SP5  Original Literature  (Must be the entrant’s own work)
 Examples include: 
 •  Poem
 •  Story
 •  Recount

 
SP6  Bible Reading (Yr 5 /6) 
 (please find provided bible reading on page 35 of syllabus)

SP7  Prose Reading (Yr 5 /6)
  (A 2 minute excerpt from a suitable text of the competitor’s own choice)

SP8  Sight Reading (Yr 5 /6) 
 2 mins (competitors will be provided with an unseen excerpt from an age appropriate 
 novel and will have time to prepare before presentation)

SP9  Indigenous Storytelling  
 Students share a favourite Dreamtime story with the audience. 
 They may do this with or without their own notes or storybook to assist them.

SP10 Drama Section (Yr 5 / 6)
 Students present a dramatic, solo or duo piece of their choosing, from one of the 
 following categories or another relevant style. 
 • Monologue/Duologue 
 • Mime 
 • Characterisation 
 • Original Script

PREPARED AND IMPROMPTU SPEAKING 
 Time Limits: Prepared Speech 3 minutes, Impromptu Speech 1 minute

PS3  Prepared Speech (Year 5 / 6)

PS4 Impromptu Speech (Year 5 / 6)  with 3 minutes preparation time
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YEARS 7 AND 9 SECTION 
 
 High School Section  (All items have a time limit of 3 minutes and 4 minutes for 
 duologues unless stated)

JH1  Drama
 Students present a dramatic, solo or duo piece of their choosing, from one 
 of the following categories or another relevant style. 
 • Monologue/Duologue 
 • Shakespeare Monologue
 • Mime 
 • Characterisation 
 • Original script

JH2  Poems for One
 
JH3  Australian Poem
  
JH4  Sight Reading
 
JH5  Prose Reading

YEARS 10 AND 12 SECTION
MH1  Drama 

 Students present a dramatic, solo or duo piece of their choosing, from 
 one of the following categories or another relevant style. 
 • Monologue/Duologue 
 • Shakespeare Monologue
 • Mime 
 • Characterisation 
 • Original script

MH2  Poems for One

 
MH3  Australian Poem
 
 
MH4  Sight Reading 

MH5  Prose Reading
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Group or solo performance permitted can include any of the speech and drama items outlined in 
the syllabus. Contact conveners more information or to request specific accommodations.



YEARS 10 AND 12 SECTION
SH1  Drama
Students present a dramatic, solo or duo piece of their choosing, from one of the 
following categories or another relevant style. 
 • Monologue/Duologue 
 • Shakespeare Monologue
 • Mime 
 • Characterisation 
 • Original script

SH2  Poems for One 

SH3  Australian Poem 
 
SH4  Sight Reading 

SH5  Prose Reading 

SPECIAL EISTEDDFOD EVENT: HIGH SCHOOL SPEAK OFF 

HS1  Theatre Sports
 Further details will be forwarded to thelocal high schools pending entry numbers.

HS2  High School Speak Off
 Further details will be forwarded to thelocal high schools pending entry numbers.
 
SCHOOL SECTIONS 

Care should be taken with the quality of choice. The conveners reserve the right to 
reject choice of play if it is considered unsuitable.
 
When submitting drama entries teachers must supply the following information:
a) Performance time (time limits must be strictly observed).
b) Copy of the script with a cast list and name of actor playing each part, attached.
 
If insufficient entries are received in any one section the conveners reserve the right 
to combine the section with another or abandon the section. Notification will be given 
to any entrants affected.
 
Note: Drama sections will not be split when programmed. Time limits include 
setting and striking the stage.
 
DR 1  One Act Play -  Primary (over 15 students on the stage) Time limit 30 minutes
 
DR 2  Large Group Mime Primary  (over 15 students on the stage) Time limit 15 minutes 
  
DR 3 Small Group Mime or Play  (over 15 students on the stage)  Time limit 15 minutes

DR 4  Group Mime - Primary (under 15 students on the stage)    Time limit 7 minutes

DR5 OPPORTUNITY Section
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CHORAL SPEECH
                                                                Entry Fee $10.00
  Choirs are to present two pieces: -      
 a) Set Piece, 
 b) Own Choice (contrasting piece)  
 
 Teachers must not sing, speak or play with the choirs or groups they 
 are conducting. Failure to observe this rule could result in disqualification. 
 No teacher, except in the capacity of conductor, will be allowed on the stage 
 at any time his or her pupils are performing.

 CS I   CHORAL SPEECH - School Years 5 and 6

           (a) The Clock-Maker’s Shop by Katherine Blowen
            (b) Contrasting Own Choice Poem                                         Time limit: 2 minutes

 
CS 2  CHORAL SPEECH - School Years 3 and 4
                     
 (a) Kook-Kook-Kookaburra by Lyn Hurry
            (b) Contrasting Own Choice Poem                                              Time limit: 2 minutes

 
CS 3  CHORAL SPEECH – School Years 1 and 2

           (a) Something’s Burning by Lyn Hurry
           (b) Contrasting Own Choice Poem                               Time limit: 2 minutes

 
CS 4  CHORAL SPEECH- Kindergarten
 
 (a) Magic Word by Martin Gardner                    
 (b) Contrasting Own Choice Poem     Time Limit 1 Minute

 

CS 5 CHORAL SPEECH – School with less than 65 pupils
                         
 (a) Mr Nobody by Anonymous     
        (b) Contrasting Own Choice Poem                        Time limit: 2 minutes                                
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CS I   CHORAL SPEECH - School Years 5 and 6

           (a) The Clock-Maker’s Shop by Katherine Blowen
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CHORAL SPEECH
                                                                Entry Fee $10.00
  Choirs are to present two pieces: -      
 a) Set Piece, 
 b) Own Choice (contrasting piece)  
 
 Teachers must not sing, speak or play with the choirs or groups they 
 are conducting. Failure to observe this rule could result in disqualification. 
 No teacher, except in the capacity of conductor, will be allowed on the stage 
 at any time his or her pupils are performing.

 CS I   CHORAL SPEECH - School Years 5 and 6

           (a) The Clock-Maker’s Shop by Katherine Blowen
            (b) Contrasting Own Choice Poem                                         Time limit: 2 minutes

 
CS 2  CHORAL SPEECH - School Years 3 and 4
                     
 (a) Kook-Kook-Kookaburra by Lyn Hurry
            (b) Contrasting Own Choice Poem                                              Time limit: 2 minutes

 
CS 3  CHORAL SPEECH – School Years 1 and 2

           (a) Something’s Burning by Lyn Hurry
           (b) Contrasting Own Choice Poem                               Time limit: 2 minutes

 
CS 4  CHORAL SPEECH- Kindergarten
 
 (a) Magic Word by Martin Gardner                    
 (b) Contrasting Own Choice Poem     Time Limit 1 Minute

 

CS 5 CHORAL SPEECH – School with less than 65 pupils
                         
 (a) Mr Nobody by Anonymous     
        (b) Contrasting Own Choice Poem                        Time limit: 2 minutes                                



CS 2  CHORAL SPEECH - School Years 3 and 4
                     
 (a) Kook-Kook-Kookaburra by Lyn Hurry
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CS 3  CHORAL SPEECH – School Years 1 and 2

           (a) Something’s Burning by Lyn Hurry
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CS 2  CHORAL SPEECH - School Years 3 and 4
                     
 (a) Kook-Kook-Kookaburra by Lyn Hurry



CS 4  CHORAL SPEECH- Kindergarten
 
 (a)    Magic Word by Martin Gardner   
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CS 5 CHORAL SPEECH – School with less than 65 pupils
                         
 (a) In the Dark by Annette Kosseris 
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Year 3 / 4 Bible Reading 
Luke 18:35-42 New International Version

Year 5 / 6 Bible Reading 
Luke 2:41-52 New International Version
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Year 1 Prepared Reading 
Extract from ‘TOY STORY 2’ (Not subject to copyright) Leslie Goldman

Year 2 Prepared Reading 
A Selection from “Fantastic Mr. Fox”  Roald Dahl



GUNNEDAH EISTEDDFOD SOCIETY
Thank you for supporting the Gunnedah Eisteddfod in the past and as part of its 
72 year history.

SPONSORS:
If you individually, or your business would like to sponsor a section in our 
Speech & Drama or Music Eisteddfods, or would like to contribute a donation 
towards the extensive costs involved in running an Eisteddfod, we would be 
most grateful.

You can do this by making a Direct Deposit into our Gunnedah Eisteddfod account, 
clearly referencing who is making the donation. Please contact convenors to indicate 
if the donation is for a specific section or for general running costs. Many thanks 
for your generosity.

Bank details for Gunnedah Eisteddfod Society are: 
BSB: 082 – 628 NAB
A/c:  921018416
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